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About TAMU-CC

• Located in Corpus Christi, Texas

• Public, 4-year regional, HSI institution that is part of 
Texas A&M System

• Founded in 1947 and became a regional university in 
1993.

• In Fall 2021, served 10,762 students from 48 states and 
49 countries. 

• 47.9% of our students are Hispanic & 49.9% are first-
generation. 

• In Fall 2021, we employed 1,676 full and part-time 
faculty and staff as well as graduate assistants. 



TAMU-CC:
Now & Then

1947

In 1947, Ward Island becomes 
home to TAMU-CC, serving 312 
students the first year. 

2007

In 2007, the city of Corpus 
Christi donated 156 acres for 
the expansion of TAMU-CC. 

2019

In 2019, TAMU-CC established 
a presence in downtown 
Corpus Christi. 
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Background

A data request from the Housing Department.

Off-campus students’ first-year retention>on-campus students’ first-year 
retention rate (Contradicts to the Retention Literature) 

Factors that may be attributing to the retention rate being lower for on campus 
students

What can we do about it?

A data request from the Housing Department.

Off-campus students’ first-year retention>on-campus students’ first-year 
retention rate (Contradicts to the Retention Literature) 

Factors that may be attributing to the retention rate being lower for on campus 
students

What can we do about it?



Research 
Questions

What is the first-year retention rate and progression 
rate for students with different housing locations?

Do the students in apartment style have lower 
retention rate than res halls? 

What are the factors that may be attributing to the 
retention rate being lower for on campus students? Is 
PSA student one of the contributing factor for that?

Who or which areas need intervention? 



Data

CBM001 Banner operational data

• ID
• Gender
• Age
• Race/ethnicity
• Class levels
• Retention rate to second fall term
• Progression 
• Semester credit hours (first term)

• Housing status (12th day)
• PSA status
• Pell grant recipients

• Unmet need

• First generation college students

• High school percentile

• SAT/ACT score
• First term GPA
• First-term earned credit hours
• Family income

Cohorts: Fall 2016-2020 first-time, full-time, degree-
seeking, undergraduate students.

First-year retention rate: The percentage of first-
time, full-time, degree seeking undergraduate 
students being retained to the second fall term.

Progression rates: it is calculated by the proportion 
of first-time, full-time, degree-seeking freshmen 
progressed to sophomore, sophomore to junior and 
junior to senior. 



FTIC Full-time Students by Housing Types
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Figure 1. All FTIC full-time student by housing 

status
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Figure 2. NonPSA full-time student proportions by 

housing status
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Figure 3. FTIC Full-time Students Retained from 

Fall 2016-Fall 2020 

Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019

Retention Rate by Cohorts

    1st yr
retention

    2nd yr
retention

    3rd yr
retention

4th yr
retention

5th yr
retention

Fall 2016 56.6% 43.4% 35.7% 19.2% 9.9%

Fall 2017 57.5% 42.2% 34.6% 20.1%

Fall 2018 60.3% 47.1% 40.2%

Fall 2019 57.4% 45.9%

Fall 2020 55.4%
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Figure 4. Retention rate for first-time, full-
time, degree-seeking undergraduate 

students enrolled from fall 2016 to fall 2020
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Retention Rate by Housing Locations and Years in TAMUCC

Table 2. Retention rate for first-time, full-time, degree-seeking undergraduate 
students enrolled from fall 2016 to fall 2020

1st yr
retention

2nd yr
retention

3rd yr 
retention

4th yr 
retention

5th yr 
retention

Fall 2016 57% 43% 36% 19% 10%
Apartment 55% 44% 37% 22% 7%
Residence halls 56% 46% 38% 20% 7%
Off campus 58% 46% 40% 25% 13%

Fall 2017 57% 42% 35% 20%
Apartment 55% 42% 36% 18%
Residence halls 55% 42% 36% 18%
Off campus 60% 46% 39% 23%

Fall 2018 60% 47% 40%
Apartment 52% 40% 35%
Residence halls 60% 47% 39%
Off campus 69% 54% 46%

Fall 2019 57% 46%
Apartment 52% 40%
Residence halls 47% 38%
Off campus 71% 58%

Fall 2020 55%
Apartment 54%
Residence halls 47%
Off campus 66%

Table 1. Retention rate for first-time, full-time, degree-seeking 
undergraduate students enrolled from fall 2016 to fall 2020

1st yr 
retention

2nd yr 
retention

3rd yr 
retention

4th yr 
retention

5th yr 
retention

Fall 2016 57% 43% 36% 19% 10%
Miramar 56% 43% 36% 19% 7%
Momentum 54% 40% 31% 23% 10%
Off campus 58% 44% 38% 23% 13%

Fall 2017 57% 42% 35% 20%
Miramar 55% 41% 35% 18%
Momentum 50% 36% 31% 16%
Off campus 60% 44% 37% 23%

Fall 2018 60% 47% 40%
Miramar 56% 44% 37%
Momentum 52% 40% 35%
Off campus 69% 54% 46%

Fall 2019 57% 46%
Miramar 50% 40%
Momentum 49% 34%
Off campus 71% 58%

Fall 2020 55%
Miramar 55%

Momentum 50%
Off campus 56%



Progression Rates by 
Housing Location and 
Class Levels
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Figure 5. Fall 2016 FTIC Full-time 

Students Progression Rates by Housing 
Locations
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Figure 6. Fall 2016 FTIC Full-time 

Students Progression Rates by Housing 
Types

Freshmen to sophmore Sophmore to junior

Junior to senior
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Figure 7. Fall 2017 FTIC Full-time 

Students Progression Rates by Housing 
Locations 

Freshmen to sophmore Sophmore to junior
Junior to senior
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Figure 8. Fall 2017 FTIC Full-time Students 

Progression Rates by Housing Types

Freshmen to sophmore Sophmore to junior

Junior to senior
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Figure 9. Fall 2018 Figure 6. Fall 2017 FTIC 
Full-time Students Progression Rates by 

Housing Locations

Freshmen to sophmore Sophmore to junior Junior to senior

31%
37%

42%

65% 69% 65%

83%
78%

70%

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

Apartment Residence Hall Off campus

Figure 10. Fall 2018 FTIC Full-time Students 
Progression Rates by Housing Types

Freshmen to sophmore Sophmore to junior Junior to senior
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Figure 11. Fall 2019 FTIC Full-time Students 
Progression Rates by Housing Locations
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Figure 12. Fall 2019 FTIC Full-time Students 
Progression Rates by Housing Types 
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Student’s 
Background 
Characteristics and 
Outcomes by 
Housing Types 



95%

59%

25%

36% 41%

54% 47%

25%

96%

61%

19%

46%
50%

53% 55%

19%

98%

58%

6%

46%
56%

64% 64%

9%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

Pct. Texas
resident

Pct. female Pct. PSA Pct. Pell grants
recipients

Pct. first
generation

college
students1

Pct. retained
to next fall

Pct. URM2 Pct. major
undeclared in

year 1

Figure 13. student's enrollment characteristics and outcomes by 
housing status
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Miramar vs. Momentum vs. Off campus
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Figure 14. student's enrollment characteristics and outcomes 
by housing status without PSA students
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Figure 15. student's enrollment characteristics and 
outcomes by type of housing on campus

on-campus Apartment on-campus Residence halls
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Figure 16. student's enrollment characteristics 
and outcomes by type of housing on campus 

without PSA students
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Figure 17. On campus student's enrollment 
characteristics and outcomes by residency 
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Figure 18. On campus student's enrollment 
characteristics and outcomes by residency 

without PSA students
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Predicting first-year retention rate



Future Research Directions

• Phase 1: FAFSA data: Living on 
campus/Living off campus.

• Phase 2: Banner data 12th day of 
class to designate where students 
lived on campus (Miramar or 
Momentum) as well students who 
live off campus.  

• Phase 3: 
a.    Outcomes in living learning 
communities. 

b.     For those who live off campus: 
whether they live with their parents or 
another address.  

i. Consider looking at outcomes by 
a radius who live off campus (e.g
within 10 miles, 11-20 miles, 
etc.). 

ii. Could do a hybrid between 
FAFSA and Banner.  



Recommendations 
to SEAS Leadership

• Change residency requirement for first-year students

• Creating a first-gen living and learning community in 
Miramar 

• Expand living/Learning communities 

• Greek life halls and affinity groups

• On-site tutoring services: Bus tutors to Momentum 

• Drop in advisor at Momentum: Create an "after hours" 
stipend for advisors to participate in the program 

• Provide financial aid counselling services to students 
living in Momentum

• Increase the number of Resident Assistants for on-
campus housing to reduce the RA to student ratio



First Year 
Residency 
Policy Change



Questions and Comments
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